
Principal: Mrs. Sue McSweeney                        Email: clayton.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

1714 Dandenong Rd, Clayton VIC 3168                 website: www.claytonnorthps.vic.edu.au 

School Phone: +613 9544 1522  

 

2020 Diary Dates  

 

 

. 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

Diary Dates  
 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 4—School finishes 
Friday 18th December 

School will dismiss at 1:30pm 
Children enrolled in Camp 
Australia Afterschool Care will 
attend from 1:30pm. 
 
2021 Term Dates 
 

Term 1: Office opens /
teachers start Wednesday 
27th January. 
 

Students return FRIDAY 
29th JANUARY 
 

Term 1 finishes Thursday 1st 
April. 
 

Term 2: 19th April—25th 
June 
 

Term 3: 12th July—17th 
September 
 

Term 4: 4th October—17th 
December 
 

 
SCHOOL 
REPORTS are 
being sent home 
today. 

 

 

 

 
Have a Safe and  
Happy Christmas 
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 END OF 2020 
We never thought it would happen, but the end of 2020 is nearly here! Although 
it's a year that many of us might prefer to forget, it's worth celebrating the 
incredible achievements, in the most trying of circumstances. The impact of 
COVID-19, including moving between face-to-face teaching and remote learning 
not once but twice, with teachers, support staff, parents and students having to 
cope with rapidly changing protocols and regulations. Throughout both of 
Victoria's lockdowns, I am proud to say we kept the care and education of 
students at the centre of everything we did – and in the process, demonstrated 
resilience and a steady positive influence. I wish to thank all the hard working 
staff, students and parents for working together to successfully manage the 
challenges this year. We have achieved so much together and I wish you all a 
safe and happy holiday period.  
 

Your child’s reports have all been completed. It was wonderful to read the 
positive and informative comments written about the students at CNPS and to 
see their progression. I am very proud to state that these academic 
achievements reflect our highly able students and are a credit to the skilled staff 
at CNPS and hard work of our students. It is also superb to read how the 
students have progressed socially and in other areas that cannot be measured 
by an academic mark. Many of our students come to CNPS with very little 
English and from varying backgrounds and I enjoy seeing them challenge 
themselves and develop into independent, social people. 
 

To those of you who are leaving the school we thank you for allowing us the 
privilege of educating your child. To those returning we look forward to 
welcoming you in the 2021 school year.  
 

Our Year 6 students with their ‘Tree of Life’ mural they have been working on 
all term in Art class.  
The mural symbolises the 
students personal 
development. Just as a 
trees branches strengthen 
and grow upwards to the 
sky, we too grow 
stronger, striving for 
greater knowledge, 
wisdom and experiences 
as we move through life.  
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LAST DAY – FRIDAY – DECEMBER 18th 
Could all parents please note that due to the early 
dismissal time we are requesting that all children be 
collected wherever possible on the final day.  
School crossings are unable to be supervised for this 
early dismissal. Any other arrangements must be 
sent to teachers in a written note. 
School will resume on Friday January 29th 2021.   
 
CURRICULUM DAYS 
I would request that all parents please note that the 
school will be taking the first 2 days (27th & 28th 
January) of the 2021 year as Curriculum Days. 
During these days all staff will be participating in 
Induction, Administration, Data Analysis, Curriculum 
Delivery and planning. 
 
GRADE STRUCTURE FOR 2020  
We are farewelling some staff at the end of 2020. 
Michael, Kristen, Sara and Janine will be teaching at 
new schools and Susie is resigning as she is taking 
on further study next year. We thank these staff for 
their work and effort with the students during their 
years at Clayton North. Josie, Sue Fang, Krisna and 
Joanne Weston will be returning from leave to 
Clayton North throughout 2021 and Akie will be 
leaving us in late February to have her second child. 

There will be 11 classes next year, two Foundation 
classes and three at 1/2 and 3/4 and 5/6.  
 
2020 YEAR 6 GRADUATION 

Graduation for our Year 6 students was organised 
by Cal, Jenny, Hourig with assistance from other 
staff. The night was about acknowledging our 
graduating students and celebrate their hard work 
during their primary school years. Some Grade 6 
students have been at Clayton North Primary School 
since their Prep year and others have arrived in the 
years since but no matter how long they have been 
with us, we are proud of their strengths and growth. 
As they embark on a new stage in their life we wish 
them health and happiness for the future and we 
would like them to remember Clayton North as a 
place where you were challenged, supported and 
cared for. The school is proud of the way our Year 6 
have worked this year both individually and in 
groups. We are also proud of all the extra roles and 
responsibilities that they have taken on in their 
senior years at our school.  
 

 
 
BREAKFAST CLUB 2020 
The Breakfast Club will continue in 2020. Azka, one 
of our E.S. support staff will be working from 
8:00am until 8:45am in providing this excellent 
service. This is supported through Food Bank and 
our volunteers. Please note you must compete an 
enrolment form for this service and for 2021 it will 
continue to be operating from 8:00am. 
 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
Every year all staff set professional learning goals in 
line with our strategic plan and annual 
improvement plan. Edward and I have meet with all 
staff in the last week as we review and discuss how 
they have gone on this journey including discussing 
their role on advancing the school goals. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Principal Mrs. Sue McSweeney 

Assistant Principal Edward Strain 

Foundation Belinda and Manpreet 

1/2 Lina, Archie and Krisna*
(*returning from Family Leave) 

3/4 Radhika Joanne O, Gemma 

5/6 Cal, Jenny and Hourig 

P.E. Laura 

Art Bronwyn 

Music Scott 

LOTE Akie 

EAL Geraldine 

Business Manager Kym 

Administration Linda, Franca and Gaya 

E.S. Staff Azka, Eva and Mary 

Student  
Wellbeing 

Shaun 

Breakfast Club Azka 
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 WHAT A YEAR 
As we reach the conclusion of the school year, we 
are able to reflect on the work that the whole 
school community has undertaken together to 
support our students. Echoing the sentiments 
shared by our Principal, Sue,  I wish to acknowledge 
all of the collective efforts of our students, families 
and staff that have remained devoted to education 
throughout a tumultuous year. In particular, our 
teaching staff that have worked tirelessly to support 
our students during the year and have enjoyed the 
support of our families and school community 
throughout this period.  
 
The following extract appeared in The Age on the 
15th December written by Dr Karl Sebire, it 
summarises some of the challenges that our 
teaching staff encountered throughout the year and 
their collective efforts to continue to advocate for 
our students should be acknowledged.  
 
“Schooling is not designed to be a siloed practice 
and the engagement and peer support that can be 
gained from students working in a shared space was 
all but lost. The minutiae of micro-interactions, body 
language, eye contact, classroom discussion and 
overall atmosphere that are relied upon to steer a 
lesson have been difficult to replicate, regardless of 
how advanced the digital tools being implemented. 
There are teachers who would feel a gaping chasm 
between themselves and their students as they tried 
to remain engaging from behind a webcam. The 
frenetic, sometimes chaotic, pace of being in a 
dynamic learning environment was replaced with 
students becoming avatars and their teachers 
becoming a pixelated presenter in the optimistic 
hope of reaching their audience. 
For teachers who have chosen the noble profession 
because they are energised by engaging young 
minds, the ability to connect with students means 
far more than just logging on.” 
 
I wish the whole of the school community a very 
safe and rewarding holiday break, one that provides 
you with the opportunity to spend time with loved 
ones and family. We are particularly appreciative of 
what we have achieved together throughout 2020 
and with your support we look forward to carrying 
this momentum into an exciting 2021.  
 
 
 
 

STUDENT REPORTS 
End of year student reports will be distributed by 
classroom teachers this afternoon, these reports are 
reflective of academic achievement during Semester 
Two, student growth is tracked against the 
student’s achievements at the same point in 
Semester 2, 2019.  
 

It is wonderful to see that whilst students were 
faced with unique challenges and circumstances 
impacting their learning, students were still able to 
achieve some significant personal growth in core 
learning areas. These gains will be consolidated in 
2021 and teaching staff will work to identify 
individualised goals and outcomes for students to 
reflect their 2020 achievements.  
 

Digital PDF copies of these reports will be uploaded 
onto the Sentral Parent Portal over the next 24 
hours, they are available for download and can be 
accessed in the event that you need another copy of 
the report. Should you have any specific questions, 
then please let myself or the office staff know and 
we can assist you further.  
 
2021 CLASSES  
Over the last few weeks every effort has been made 
to create equitable 2021 classes, students will have 
an opportunity to meet their 2021 classroom 
teacher on Friday morning. Classes are formed with 
an eye on gender and age balance and include a 
mixture of students with varying individualised 
learning traits. All of our 2021 classroom teachers 
are excited about the opportunity to work with our 
students and we are excited for the year ahead.  
 
 

SCHOOL BANKING NEWS 

From Term 1, 2021 the Victorian 
Government has ceased school banking 
programs in Victorian government schools.  As a 
result, the CommBank School Banking program will no 
longer operate at our school after the end of this 
term. If you are unsure of other methods of depositing 
to your child’s account, please feel free to contact the 
Bank’s general enquiries hotline on    13 2221 or 
alternatively visit your local CommBank branch. 

We have processed all children who are eligible for 
rewards and children will hopefully receive these 
rewards by the end of term. 

We would like to thank you for your participation and 
support throughout the School Banking program. 
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