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Principal’s Report 2021 Diary Dates  
 

Term 2 

May 3 Foundation 2022 

Music Program 2:30pm 

May 5 Foundation & Year 1 

Teddy Bear Hospital Incursion 

May 6 Parent Information 

Session: How you can help 

your child with reading @ home. 

9am in the Parent Room 
 

May 7  

Year 3/4 Supereme Incursion 

Year 5/6 Melbourne Museum 

Excursion 

May 14 Year 3/4 Engineers 

Without Borders Incursion 

May 24  

Year 1/2 Mad About Science 

Incursion 

Year 5/6 TOM STEM 

Incursion 1 

May 26 Year 5/6 TOM STEM 

Incursion 2 

May 28 Year 1/2 Mad About 

Science Incursion 

June 11 Winter Gala Day 

June 24 CURRICULUM 

DAY—Students do not attend 

school 

June 25 Last day of term 

School finishes 2:30pm 
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WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to Term Two. As the weather cools, please ensure your child has a 

named jacket or jumper to wear each day. Our classrooms and learning spaces are well 

heated on cold days and during wet days we provide alternatives for the students 

during recess and lunchtime to keep them out of the weather. All students have made 

a fantastic return to the classrooms and have picked up the learning where they left off 

in Term One. We are very proud of how all of the students have returned to CNPS. 

 
CROSS COUNTRY 

On Wednesday our whole school participated in our 

school cross country at Princess Highway Reserve. I 

would like to thank Laura, our wonderful PE teacher, for 

organizing and coordinating such a fantastic school 

event. It was terrific to see the students enjoying 

themselves, participating in physical activities, off-site, in 

the beautiful sunshine! Our student leaders and captains 

were a fantastic support to the students as well. Thank 

you also to all the staff who helped the event run 

smoothly and to our school community who came along 

to cheer the students or help with one of the many tasks.  

 

Even though winning is great, this is not what  Laura had promoted as being important 

for this event. The focus was on having a positive attitude and effort and for students to 

try their best. A very successful day! Congratulations to Freeman House for winning the 

house trophy.  
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UPCOMING PARENT INFORMATION SESSION 

Next week Belinda Atkin, our Foundation Coordinator and one 

of our Leading Teachers, will be presenting a reading 

information session focusing on how you can help your child 

with reading at home. She will also be exploring how we teach 

and assess reading in the classroom as well as answering any 

questions you may have related to your child’s reading and 

provide some support materials for this.  

Date: Thursday, 6th May, 2021  

Time: 9:00am – 9:45am  

Location: Parent Room and refreshments will be 

provided  

 

STAFFING NEWS 

It is with regret I inform you that one of our fantastic teachers 

will be leaving us. Joanne O’Mara our 3/4 B classroom teacher 

has secured a position at a different school. And will be leaving 

us. Her last day at Clayton North PS is Friday 7th May. While we 

are very happy for Joanne, we are sad to see her go. A 

replacement teacher will be working closely with Radhika and 

Gemma to support the students in the Venus Flytraps for the 

remainder of the term before Su Fang returns from family 

leave at the start of Term 3 to take over as the classroom 

teacher. On behalf of the school community and staff I wish to 

thank Joanne for her service to the school and wish her well 

on the next chapter of her teaching journey. 

 

SOMETIMES STAFF ARE ABSENT  

Sometimes our staff are absent from school for a variety of 

reasons. They may be unwell, they may be needed by their 

family to help care for a relative or child or they may be 

undertaking professional learning during the day. I wanted to 

reassure all of our community when staff are absent we make 

sure the class is well cared for in both their learning and social 

needs. The Team Leader from that level usually oversees and 

briefs the replacement teacher, a planner detailing learning is 

followed that has been organised by the team and Edward 

books qualified replacement teachers through an agency.  

 

The agency we use for replacement teachers screens teachers 

for their suitability which helps us to secure the best staff 

available. On occasions replacement teachers are not available 

and the class will be split across their level. The students then 

get an opportunity to be in another class, while following the 

same or similar program. Please come and have a chat with 

me if you have any concerns or questions about this matter. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS AT SCHOOL 

Isn’t it wonderful we can celebrate special times together 

again! This also brings up the matter about sharing food and if 

the school permits birthday cakes and lolly bags for students 

to share. The Department of Education states in their most 

recent School’s Operation Guide sharing of food is not 

recommended. We also have some students and staff with 

food allergies. I would therefore respectfully ask that birthday 

cakes and shared food is not bought to school by a family to 

celebrate a birthday or special event. I understand this can be 

disappointing however part of my role as the Principal is to put 

in place rules that keep all our community safe. 

 

SMILE SQUAD PROGRAM 

Clayton North Primary School has been invited to participate 

in the Victorian Government’s school dental program – ‘Smile 

Squad’ – which provides free annual oral health examinations 

and free follow up care for all children attending Victorian 

government schools. Smile Squad is the Victorian 

Government’s only school dental program, offering free care 

from initial examinations to all treatment, excluding cosmetic 

dentistry. The Department of Health and the Department of 

Education and Training are working closely with Dental Health 

Services Victoria to design and deliver this program across the 

state. More details on how this will operate will be coming out 

soon. 

 

PRINCIPAL CONFERENCE 

Next week on Thursday and Friday Edward and I will be 

attending the North East Principal Conference with 120 other 

Principals and Assistant Principals at Silverwater Resort at 

Phillip Island. We are both looking forward to attending this 

two day conference. The keynote speakers, Dr Paul Browning, 

Sabina Read and Bruce Armstrong will be focusing on leading 

learning improvement, wellbeing and community relationship 

building.   

 

TEDDY BEAR HOSPITAL INCURSION 

Next Wednesday 5th May, the Prep and Grade 1 students will 

be participating in the Monash University Medical Society 

Teddy Bear Hospital incursion at school. The aim of the 

incursion is to help alleviate the anxiety that children may feel 

when visiting health professionals. Grade 1 students will need 

to bring a teddy bear from home on this day. Parents are most 

welcome to join in the fun and please see the class teachers 

for more information.  
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 PLAYING OUR PART TO BUILD A NATIONAL PICTURE OF 

CHILD HEALTH 

 
 

In early 2021, our school, along with thousands of 

others across the country will begin preparations for the 

fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).  

 

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the 

development, health and wellbeing of children in their 

first year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census 

results have helped communities, schools and 

governments plan services and develop better policies 

to target support for children and families. 

 

Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers 

don’t need to supply schools with any new information 

for the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and 

community level - it isn’t an assessment of individual 

children. 

 

Some teachers have also noticed that completing the 

assessments made them more aware of the needs of 

individual children and the class as a whole and that the 

census results are useful in planning for transitions to 

Year 1 and developing class programs. 

 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers 

don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to 

include their children in the census. 

 

To find out more about the census and how 

communities are using the data to help children and 

families visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au. 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know and I am 

happy to discuss any details with you further.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS & CONSENT 

 
 

You may have noticed in the media recently a focus on 

the teaching of consent and respectful relationships for 

Victorian school students. The teaching of consent and 

respectful relationships in all Victorian government 

schools is mandatory. Our school teaches students 

about consent in an age-appropriate way from 

Foundation to Grade 6. Students will learn that consent 

must be given for all types of contact for adults and 

children.   

 

Students will learn that sexual assault is a crime, and 

that it can include any form of unwanted or forced 

behaviour. As with all areas of the curriculum, teachers 

will use their professional judgement to determine the 

appropriateness of any given resource in terms of being 

age appropriate and suitable for the needs of the 

students they teach.  

 

We are aware of the important role parents and families 

play in this topic because, firstly, the people who love 

your child the most live there. Secondly, your sons or 

daughters can open up one-on-one in a way they 

probably won’t in a classroom, surrounded by their 

peers. Thirdly, when the adult/child ratio is one-to-one, 

your child will get to do at least half of the talking. 

Fourth, you can tailor the conversation to your child’s 

age, experience and cultural background. Our school 

and staff will continue to promote safe, respectful 

relationships and ensure your child is provided with the 

opportunity to engage in learning that reflects the 

importance of these issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aedc.gov.au
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 NAPLAN 

 
 

From the 11th May, students in Grade 3 and 5 will 

complete NAPLAN testing as a means of measuring 

literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every 

child to progress through their schooling. Students will 

complete online testing in the area of reading, writing, 

conventions of language and numeracy. These 

assessments provide an opportunity to understand how 

students are performing and it provides the school the 

opportunity to reflect on our teaching and learning 

programs and ensure we are providing outstanding 

opportunities for our students to learn and progress.  

 

Over previous weeks, students in Grade 3 and 5 have 

had opportunities to undertake online testing to 

simulate the NAPLAN experience and teachers have 

provided a terrific platform for our students to be 

comfortable with the tests and the conditions in which 

they are undertaken.  

 

Nothing further is required to be done by families or at 

home.  We ask that you take an interest in your child 

during this time and see how they are doing and give 

them an opportunity to focus on other areas of their 

schooling, social and sporting activities to provide a nice 

balance and a holistic focus for your child.  

 

BIKE SHED 

A very quick reminder to students and families to ensure 

we are using our bike shed in a manner that allows easy 

access for all students. Students are sometimes 

dropping off their scooters at the front entry of the bike 

shed, leaving this on the ground which creates a 

problem for other students to gain access and store 

their bike or scooter. All bikes and scooters are also far 

more secure if they are correctly placed in the area 

affixed to one of the racks on the ground. Correct use of 

the bike shed will make it easier for all students at the 

beginning and end of the school day. Thank you for 

ensuring your child is using this correctly.  

 

 

 

INVITATION FOR CHILDREN STARTING  

FOUNDATION IN 2022 

If you have a child or have a friend /neighbour 

whose child is starting school in 2022, we invite 

them along to our free music session.  Please see 

details below:  
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